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THE FIRST WORLD WAR HAS HAD A DECISIVE IMPACT ON THE SHAPING OF OUR WORLD.
THIS IS WHY THE QUESTION OF ITS ORIGINS REMAINS AS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
SUBJECTS IN THE WORLD’S HISTORIOGRAPHY, FOR A HUNDRED YEARS NOW.
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SUMMARY

EVER SINCE ITS UNIFICATION IN THE 1870S, THE NEW GERMAN EMPIRE SEEKS TO BECOME
A HEGEMONIAL POWER IN EUROPE, KNOWING THAT IT’S ONLY ACHIEVABLE THROUGH WAR.

BUT GERMANY’S SOLE ALLY, AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, IS AN EMPIRE IN DECLINE, THUS UNWILLING
TO SUPPORT THE GERMAN COLONIAL AMBITIONS THAT MAY RESULT IN A EUROPEAN WAR.
THE EMPIRE WANTS ONLY A SMALL WAR, CONFINED TO THE BALKANS, IN WHICH THEY PLAN
TO ANIHILATE THE EVER GROWING SERBIAN THREAT.

BY 1912, THE GERMAN LEADERS COME TO UNDERSTAND THAT TO HAVE AUSTRIA-HUNGARY
ON THEIR SIDE IS TO ACTIVELY INVOLVE IN THE EVER PENDING CONFLICT IN THE BALKANS.
THEY PICK THE SUMMER OF 1914 AS THE OPTIMAL TIME FOR THE WAR, AND ALL THEY NEED

NOW IS A PRETEXT.
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